[image: ]
image1.png
o SHABBOS CHOL HAMOED 1979

In Judaism you can rebel within the tradition, you don't have to rebel against
the tradition. Pesach is known by many names. It is known as Chag Ha Matzos,
Chag Ha Aviv, Pesach Zmen Charuseera. On Pesach, too, we read Shir Hashireem.
Story of passion and love. The Gemora teaches us that at a Seder a person's
children should ask the questions. If he has no children his wife should ask
the gquestions. If he has no wife then he should ask himself questions.
Questioning is part of this holiday. Pesach is also known as Seil Hashmureen.
Seil Hashimureen is plural. Why should it be plural? It seems to me that
what we have is a Jewish view on what the proper attitude a Jew must have to
the previous generations and to his tradition. You know in the west there has
been only one novel written the last 200 years. It is the novel of rebellion.
It speaks about a disintegrating culture with its hero rebelling against the
world into which he is born and then trying to fashion some sort of life for
himself to create a whole value system . Anyone who has a secular
education knows that in order to be with it you have to rebel. You must break
with past, rebel against tradition. In fact, any other type of literature is
considered the work of a hack if it doesn't deal with this theme. Judaism
disagrees with this view. It says you don't have to rebel against the tradition,
you can rebel within it. Abraham and Isaac went together to the Akedah, the
binding of Isaac but afterwards they went their own ways. The question in
Judaism has always been the most important. Not even the answer. In Judaism
you rebel within the tradition. At the Seder you see your father not only as
a father but as the child of your grandfather. You learn how to make
our way within the tradition. 1In the same tradition there's the Song of Songs
and many religiously logical discussions. Child rebels within tradition not
against it and the family is the key.

Story about young girl asked what she wanted to be when grows up. She said

possible. Asked why. Because now my mother says I'm impossible.




